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< Research is a systematic investigation to find
answers to a problem (Burns, 2000).
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< Research is the systematic process of collecting

and analyzing information to increase our
understanding of the phenomenon under study
(Leedy & Ormrod, 2004).

< Research is a collection of information that tells
us about something and it helps us make
informed decisions (Finlay, 2006).

Burns, R.B. (2000). Introduction to Research Methods, SAGE.
Leedy, P.D. and Ormrod, J.E. (2004). Practical Research: Planning and Design, 8th ed., Prentice Hall.
Finlay, A. (2006). “Introduction to Basic RésézirchnvtethodsR{@nlime],Available at http://www.itrainonline.orgd
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Do Background Research: using library
and Internet research to help you find the
best way to do things and insure that you
don't repeat mistakes from the past.

-

Test Your Hypothesis by Doing
an Experiment: repeat your
experiments several times to
make sure that the first results
weren't just an accident
the past.

-

Communicate Your Results:
- by publishing their final
report in a scientific journal or
- by presenting their results on
a poster or during a talk at a
scientific meeting

Scientific Method

Ask a Question: about something
that you observe: How, What,
When, Who, Which, Why, or
Where?

Construct a Hypothesis: A
................... :hypothesis is an educated guess
:about how things work.

"If [ do this] ,

then ___ [this] _ will
Experimental happen

data
becomes

research for

—

Analyze Your Data and
Draw a Conclusion: to see
if the results support your
hypothesis or not.
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